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REF: (A) STATE 095893, (B) NICOSIA 1044 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT REASONS FOR 
CLOSING NICOSIA ICRC OFFICE IS CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE HOFFMAN'S 
PERSONAL VIEW THAT HE CANNOT MAKE A FURTHER CONTRIBUTION IN 
CYPRUS AND THAT HE SHOULD LEAVE THE ISLAND SOON. ALAIN LENNARTZ, 
THE ICRC REPRESENTATIVE WHO WILL REMAIN IN LIMMASSOL, HAS BEEN 
WORKING WITH HOFFMAN IN THE CYPRUS OPERATION FOR OVER TWO YEARS. 
EMBASSY HAS FULL CONFIDENCE IN LENNARTZ AND BELIEVES THAT HE 
WOULD BE A SATISFACTORY PARTICIPANT IN ANY ACTIVITY BY 
JOINT MISSING PERSONS COMMITTEE DISCUSSED BY MAKARIOS AND 
DENKTASH. IN SUM, WE BELIEVE USG SHOULD NOT OPPOSE HOFFMAN S 
WISH TO DEPART CYPRUS IN NEAR FUTURE, THAT EFFORT TO DO SO WOULD 
BE UNLIKELY TO SUCCEED AND IS PROBABLY NOT REQUIRED BY THE 
SITUATION. 
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